BAGDAD

general Strike was very good and I was particularly glad that
you gave me a resume of dealings with the colliers because
Sir Henry is always asking me about it and your outline was
so clear. I am going to have it typed for distribution to my

colleagues-----Anyhow, I take it that we shall have very little

income this year.

That is not the only reason, though it's a very good one, for
my wanting to Stay here this summer. I hope you won't be
very much disappointed. What I vaguely think of doing (but
don't talk about it) is to Slay with the High Commissioner till
Bernard comes back in the autumn; then to resign and ask
the Iraq Government to take me on as Diredor of Anti-
quities for six months or so.  (I'm only Hon. Diredor now,
you know.) I should not in any case Stay much longer with
the H.C. ;  it has really ceased to be my job.   Politics are
dropping out and giving place to big administrative questions
in which I'm not concerned and at which Fm no good.  On
the other hand, the Department of Antiquities is now a full
time job. I am trying to get the Cabinet to let me deal with
all the things the Germans left at Babylon as I should deal
with a new excavation.  Privately, I have put up the Deutch
Orient Gesellschaft to make the proposal and they have
suggested sending out Andrae, who dug at Shergat, to
arrange and catalogue the objeds, after which I would make a
division.   I know Andrae very well and like him; the fad
that I was working with him would make everything go
smoothly and the Iraq Government has complete confidence
in me as Diredor and would not question anything I did*
But all this would mean far too much work to be treated as a
secondary employment.    Yale is nibbling at the biggea
mound in the Iraq, and if I have three excavations on my bands
besides Babylon and die Museum it is very certain that I
cannot do anything else.   I am waiting to see how all dais
turns out, but already I know that I ought to have all iriy time
for the Mtiseum. As it is I now go there from 7 to 8.30 or $6
every morning and get to the office about 9. That has meant a
pretty Strenuous 4% hours but I find that I can yaSt get thtongji
the work, sometimes taking papors frome tt> icjtd i& ttoc
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